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Every five years there is an Annual Fiero Car Show held somewhere in the U.S.  Our club even 

hosted one of these grandiose gatherings in the early days of the history of this recurring event. 

 

Most recently this honor and all the hard work necessary to host one of these four day events has 

been taken on by the Midwest Fiero Clubs out of the Chicago, Illinois area. 

 

 
 

They did a grand job and seem to be the host of this event for the immediate future … a well 

deserved accomplishment.  They put on quite a show! 

 

Our club participated in this event in substantial numbers as seen by the picture below: 
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We started out with a caravan that met in Northville, MI and included about half of our 

participating members.  The group travelled all day to arrive in East Peoria by late afternoon on 

Thursday August 9
th

, 2018.  The rest of our crew traveled separately and we all met Thursday 

evening to compare trip notes.  Here is our travel crew as we started in Michigan: 

 

 

 

The extended weekend included a cruise around the Peoria, IL area and a trip to Pontiac, IL  

Layne and I arrived too late and too tired for the local cruise and my judging education and  

Layne’s volunteer responsibilities for registration made the trip to Pontiac IL a non starter.   

 

Our Club did the Pontiac IL trip two years ago as part of our color tour and it was a great trip; I 

hope a lot of you made one of those journeys to Pontiac, IL it is a town to remember.  

 

This was a big car show by almost any standards and was estimated to have well over 300 

Pontiac Fieros in attendance.  This show had attendees from all over the U.S. and Canada and we 

even met one guy from Germany!  Meeting new people was a definite part of the fun. 

 

I collected a series of photographs from our membership;  they cover the spectrum in terms of 

activities.    I hope this gives you a flavor of this great event.   

 

Let’s continue with some pictures of our members dining at the event and then pictures with their 

Fieros 
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We are very good at drinking and dining … and now for the pictures of our members and  

their cars: 
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Ron and Beth won a popular vote award! 
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Kristi won a model car award! 

 
Vern and Dianne won a judged award  – 1

st
 in class! 
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 Floyd and Carol’s Yellow 88 Formula … but no Floyd and Carol?   

 

Rumor has it, they were eating ice cream: 
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So let’s talk about how these lovely cars were categorized and judged.  I volunteered to be a 

judge to try and understand the Midwest Fiero Clubs approach to this monumental effort. 

 

After reading a rather lengthy explanation brief and attending a school for judges I think I can 

sort of explain their methodology?   This was an education to say the least. 

 

Each car was examined at the official event registration and assigned to one of 21 judged   

categories and 29 awarded categories.  The judged categories were generally separated into three 

main groups :   (1) Judged Stock by model type - the closer to “as delivered”  the better; this 

class is pretty self explanatory;  (2) Judged Modified but with stock engine & drive train;  (3) 

Judged Modified Plus including engine swaps, drive train changes,  brake and cooling changes 

and much more …  this latter group also includes all the  previously mentioned  body and 

interior mods explained in category (2);  The Special or Sponsor Designation Awards 

exceeded the judged classes and are detailed later on in the results section. 

 

Judged Category (2): Modified ranges from:  mildly modified body and interior, to partially 

modified and then extremely modified … at this point the engines are still stock but the bodies 

and interiors range from mild to wild.   

 

Judged Category (3): Modified Plus:  was a combination of body and interior modifications 

from category (2)  plus engine swaps, drive train changes, reengineered suspensions and more. 

 

This Judged (3)  engine swap  group was further subdivided by (a) engine changes that are 

relatively easy (i.e. minimal frame changes on GM 3.1, 3.4 V6s and Turbo charged or bored out 

original blocks etc.).  (b) The next sub group included moderate frame modifications and swap 

engines that are of the V6 variety … things like a supercharged 3800 GM V6.  And (c) the last 

sub group of Judged (3) was the extreme Restomod group with V8s, highly modified frames & 

mechanicals, and over the top rebuilds that still sort of look like a Fiero but are now capable of 

competing, performance wise, with a lot of very expensive foreign and domestic sports cars. 

 

Even with all this detail and pre thought you could still find yourself competing directly with 

some very different cars in terms of investment and preparation. 

 

Let me give you a case in point.  My car is basically a stock body 1985 Fiero GT with a V8 

NorthStar engine swap and extensive drive train, brake, cooling, and suspension changes.   

 

At registration it was determined that I belonged in the most modified mechanical, interior and 

body category “Class Q Level 4 Modified”… This turned out to not be a good thing? 
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The net result of this Class Q Level 4 Modified placement is shown below: 

 

My white car was in the same class as this beautiful metallic blue custom Archie Chop Top … 

the Chop Top had a modern Corvette V8, modern 6 speed transmission, and a very modified 

everything else including chassis, body work and custom paint!   Round numbers; his investment 

was probably several times mine.  This metallic blue, showroom new competition, and the group 

of similarly classed rebuilds, were way beyond my car in terms of show presentation! 

 

My car is a driver and most of the beauties in this class were true show cars with limited mileage 

and /or trailer queens.  My situation in this classification is probably somewhat extreme, but a 

version of this sort of thing happens to almost all cars in other classifications as well.   

 

I overheard one of my fellow judges talking about his precisely prepared showroom stock M4 

Fiero that he built specifically for National Shows; he brings it to National Events it in a closed 

trailer.  He mentioned his success ratio was high and I’m sure his story was accurate.  The 

National Show circuit is a world unto itself.   

 

I guess the best way to explain this is Hagerty Class One versus Class Two cars … where a 

Class One is a showroom new car or very recent full restoration and Class Two is a previously 

restored car with some driving miles on it.  Each street mile downgrades the car as a show car.  

In a national show, the Class Ones win every time in the judged categories. 

 

I saw at least four cars in my class that were much nicer and better presented than my Cadillac 

NorthStar V8; there may have been more.   These National Show Cars were certainly beautiful, 

professionally prepared, and had generally had very limited miles since their most recent 

restoration . 
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I learned a valuable lesson: a true driver car, no matter how nice, has a hard time competing  

with a National Show Car in almost any category. 

   

Most of our Michigan Fiero Club cars are driver cars with some miles on them.  The only club 

car that won a judged award was the 1988 Fiero GT of Vern and Dianne Bailey (1
st
 place in 

class).   This is quite an accomplishment at a National Show! 

 

Ron and Betty Moen placed 3
rd

 in the popular vote class and Kristi Khan won a 1
st
 place award 

for her Fiero model car.  The white car on the lower right, needs to quit entering National Shows. 

 

Congratulations to all our winners! 

 

 

 
Vern and Dianne          Ron and Bette 

 

 

 
Kristi                                                                     No award for this guy!   
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Here are the results of the event awards … Page 1 of 2: 

                 No Roger to be found? 
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             … and Page 2 of 2: 
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I went through this lengthy judging explanation and personal education because we need to 

revamp our own Michigan Fiero Club Show categories.  Our system needs to be fairer to 

participants,  easier to judge, and easier to administrate.  Some of the previous discussion is 

worth consideration, but a direct application is just too involved for our purposes.  We will talk 

more about this subject at upcoming  Board and General Meetings.   

 

To give you a better flavor of this show, let’s look at some more pictures: 
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35
th

 Annual Fiero Car Show – East Peoria, IL  

 
 



35
th

 Annual Fiero Car Show – East Peoria, IL  
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There was an inside show area for really special Fieros: 
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And last but not least … a night time view of the 35
th

 Annual Show: 
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If you have never been to a Fiero Anniversary Show, put it on your bucket list … it is  

a spectacle worth seeing at least once and for many a periodic trip every five years. 

 

The Hotel, event personnel, organization and execution at this event was truly superb! 

 

Join us in 2023 and be part of the fun; rumor is: it will be at the same place! 

 

 

Roger Fagnani 


